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NatureServe and FIA have developed a computerized algorithm (key) for assigning USNVC natural forest macrogroups and forest plantations to FIA data.
This integration increases the utility of FIA by sharing data with partners, reporting forest area estimates by NVC type, and relating FIA to other NVC-
based datasets, such as wildlife-habitat matrices. All forested P2 plots in the eastern U.S. can now be classified to macrogroup and plantation type.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service's Forest - : - - _ i
nventory and Analysis Program (FIA) provides nationwide U.S. National Vegetation Classification FIA-USNVC Algorithm

data, information, and knowledge on forest composition and The U.S. National Vegetation Classification (USNVC) system > USNVC macrogroup and plantation type was assigned to each FIA
structure, a rich resource for assessment and conservation. integrates ecological and cultural factors into 8-level hierarchies of forested condition for plots within the eastern United States.
— cultural and natural types that comprise a federal standard for > Assignments were based on a computer algorithm similar to FIA's
» FIA"Phase 2" (P2) plots reporting vegetation information (see usnvc.org). forest type procedure.
provide a statistically » Because shrub and herb data are not collected on FIA's P2 plots, we

supplemented FIA data with ancillary information. Criteria used In
each macrogroup assignment include any of the following:

representative field sample of
forests across all ownership
categories of the U.S.
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s clear evidence of artificial
T e e regene ration).

Examples of FIA Plot Data Assigned to Macrogroup.

» For natural forests, we use the macrogroup (level 5) concepts,

> Each FIA cluster-plot consists of one central and three peripheral based on tree, shrub and herb species and their response to Appalachian-Northeastern Oak - Hardwood - Pine Forest & Woodland

- . - M502).
subplots which are remeasured once per reporting cycle. ecological factors (Table 1). ( )
Mensurational variables are collected at the plot, subplot, condition » For forest plantations, we use the cultural type (level 7) Natural and Ruderal Forest —
(stand/patch), and individual tree level. concepts, based largely on dominant planted species (Table 1). Upland Porest & Woodland
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Table 1. List of 27 macrogroups and 11 plantation types in eastern U.S.
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1. FOREST & WOODLAND 7. AGRICULTURAL & DEVELOPED VEGETATION Forest & Woodland el 0L N
1.A.1. Tropical Dry Forest & Woodland 7.A.2. FOREST PLANTATION & AGROFORESTRY Central Forest macrogroups R O
M134. Caribbean Coastal Lowland Dry Forest CTY009. Native Morthern Pine Plantation Appalachian-Northeastern Oak - = sema S \1’ \»\
1.A.5. Mangrove CTY010. Native Morthern Spruce-Fir Plantation ; Hardwood - Pine Forest & ‘;(f k‘*\
MO05. Western Atlantic & Caribbean Mangrove CTY011. Mative Miscellaneous Morthern Conifer Plantation ‘ | Woodland (M502) b s s e
1.B.1. Warm Temperate Forest & Woodland CTY 012, Native Southern Pine Plantation
MO07. Longleaf Pine Woodland C5TO13. Native Miscellaneous Southern Conifer Plantation .
ME35. Southeastern Coastal Plain Evergreen Forest CTY014. Exotic Northern Conifer Plantation Long Ieaf Plne WOOd Iand (MOO 7)
MO0E. Southern Mesic Mixed Broadleaf Forest CTY015. Exotic Southern Conifer Plantation |
M305. Southeastern Morth American Ruderal Forest CTY016. Native Northern Hardwood Plantation _ w"
1.8.2. Cool Temperate Forest & Woodland CTYO017. Mative Southern Hardwood Plantation ~ / ,5" :““’
MO1&. Southern & South-Central Oak - Pine Forest & Woodland CTY018. Exotic Northern Hardwood Plantation . Natural and Ruderal Forest S _ ?f‘\,‘ l;»
M502. Appalachian-Northeastern Oak - Hardwood - Pine Forest CTY019. Exotic Southern Hardwood Plantation : Upland Forest & Woodland _ {&iw
ME83, Appalachian-Interior-Northeastern Mesic Forest . Temperate & Boreal' Forest e N, e %;{,
. . MO12, Central Midwest Oak Forest, Woodland & Savanna . Eastern North American Temperate & ] _‘%\
» FIA products are temporally and spatially scalable, and publicly M882. Central Midwest Mesic Forest Boreal Forest . S S I
. . . . . M159. Laurentian-Acadian Pine - Hardwood Forest & Woodland . Southeastern Longleaf Pine Hpnl W| :‘fyff
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2 : 4'- MO23. Central Hardwood Floodplain Forest
= ata/ B | Forest Inventory and Analys...
M503. Central Hardwood Swamp Forest
M504, Laurentian-Acadian-North Atlantic Coastal Flooded & Swamp Forest
MO28. Great Plains Flooded & Swamp Forest NEXT STEPS COmp|6te the Key fOr WeStern US FOTEStS
Forest Inventory and Analysis National Program M302. Eastern Morth American Ruderal Flooded & Swamp Forest
M1lel. Pond-cypress Basin Swamp .
MO33. Southern Coastal Plain Basin Swamp & Flatwoods For More Informatlon :
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