Minutes of the Business Meeting of the Southeastern Chapter of the 
Ecological Society of America
30 March 2018
Sheraton Myrtle Beach Convention Center Hotel, Myrtle Beach, SC
Attending: David Vandermast, Malia Fincher, Diane DeSteven, Nicole Welch, Tom Wentworth, Mike Held, Danny Gustafson, Beverly Collins
Malia Fincher, Chair of the Southeastern Chapter of the Ecological Society of America (SE-ESA) called the meeting to order at 12:15 pm. 
The minutes from the 2017 SE Chapter meeting at the Association of Southeastern Biologists (ASB) Meeting in Montgomery, Alabama, were reviewed.  Diane DeSteven moved to accept the minutes, Danny Gustafson seconded, and the motion passed. 
Beverly Collins completed her second year as Vice Chair in 2018, and nominations were accepted for the 2018-2020 Vice Chair.  Charles Kwit accepted the nomination.  Nominations are needed for Secretary / Treasurer.
Malia Fincher, Chair, reported that approximately $2100 was unaccounted for in the most recently obtained Chapter financial report.  She emailed ESA Chief Financial Officer, Liz Biggs, to investigate the problem, as no known expenses have been incurred.  Liz Biggs later replied that last year’s numbers (2017) were incorrect, and the balances stated in the 2018 report is correct.  The chapter balance is $19,254; Odum has a balance of $16,328 and the Quarterman Keever has a balance of $3,392.
Old Business

Last year’s survey of the membership showed support for graduate student travel grants to the ESA and ASB Meetings.  The survey also revealed support for an undergraduate travel award to ASB.  Following discussion, it was proposed that the SE Chapter sponsor graduate and undergraduate travel awards to ASB meetings in the amount of $250 plus a ticket to the ASB Awards Banquet.  Additionally, it was proposed that the SE Chapter sponsor two $300 graduate student travel awards to ESA.  The selection process will be competitive and based on both merit and need.  The application will include the student’s abstract (must be the presenting author) and a statement from their advisor detailing other funding sources supporting their travel.  An ad-hoc committee appointed by Beverly Collins, out-going Vice Chair, will use a rubric to assess the applications.
New Business

The balance in the Odum account greatly exceeds that of the Quarterman-Keever account, and discussion ensued on the financial stability of the Quarterman-Keever account.  Two actions were taken.  First, Secretary/Treasurer, Nicole Welch, contacted ESA Chief Financial Officer, Liz Biggs, for the investment allocations for both accounts.  Second, Diane DeSteven moved to transfer $3000 from the general funds to the Quarterman-Keever account.  David Vandermast seconded and the motion carried.
Beverly Collins, out-going Vice Chair, encouraged members to submit symposia proposals for the 2019 ASB (Memphis, Tennessee) and ESA (Louisville, Kentucky) annual meetings.  She will email the membership about this as well.
Several attendees expressed concerns about the validity of our chapter email list, and its maintenance by ESA.  The discussion broadened to triangulating our communications by triplicating information with email, Facebook, and our website. The Facebook page has 81 followers (not too bad), and visitation of our website is low.  One person mentioned linking ESA Profiles to Research Gate Profiles as another possibility.  Malia Fincher contacted Liz Biggs about this, and Liz is going to try to make this happen.
Lastly, the membership discussed ways to improve participation in SE Chapter at both ASB and ESA meetings, including field trips, socials, and other means of drawing in existing and new members.

Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:03 pm.
