Awards

2004 Edward S. Deevey Award

Edward S. Deevey, a founder of modern paleoecol-
ogy, was a dedicated student advisor who mentored
many investigators active in the field today. To honor
his memory and encourage high-quality research by
graduate students, the Paleoecology Section presents
an award to the student or recent graduate making
the best oral or poster presentation in paleoecology at
the ESA Annual Meeting. Jason McLachlan, a recent
Ph.D recipient from the Biology Department at Duke
University, won the 2004 Deevey Award for his talk

titled “The importance of small populations in the
postglacial dynamics of eastern forests.” Dr. McLach-
lan’s presentation, which he conducted with coauthors
James S. Clark and Paul S. Manos, used patterns of
genetic variation in modern tree populations and fossil
pollen data to reconstruct patterns of postglacial mi-
gration in eastern North America. Both data sources
provided important information about past range dy-
namics, but results suggested that previous estimates
of rapid migration based on pollen data alone may
be unreliable. The presentation synthesized results
recently published in Forest Ecology and Manage-
ment and currently in review in Ecology. The judges’
committee was particularly impressed with his inno-
vative methodology and the significance of his work
to future paleoecological research. Dr. McLachlan
has a B.A. in Geography from Columbia University
and an M.S. in Forest Ecology from the University
of Washington. This fall, he is starting a postdoc-
toral appointment at the Harvard Forest, where he will
continue to integrate fossil pollen data with molecular
markers and statistical models to understand the his-
torical population dynamics of forests. Philip Higuera
received honorable mention for his presentation titled
“When does a charcoal peak represent a fire? Insights
from a simple statistical model.” Mr. Higuera is a
graduate student in the College of Forest Resources
at the University of Washington. Coauthors Daniel
G. Gavin and Matthew E. Peters assisted Mr. Higuera
with this research. The Paleoecology Section thanks
students who competed for this year’s Deevey Award
and encourages others to participate in the 2005 com-
petition, to be held at the Annual Meeting in Montréal,
Canada. The Section also appreciates the efforts of
the 2004 Deevey Award Selection Committee: Jason
Lynch (Chair), Lisa Carlson, Allen Solomon, Bob
Booth, Don Falk, and Bryan Shuman.
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