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Distinguished Service Citation

The Distinguished Service Citation is given to an ecologist for long and distinguished service to 
the Society, to the larger scienti¿c community, or to the larger purpose of application of ecology in the 
public welfare. This year’s recipient is Janet Lanza of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock .

 For 20 years, Dr. Janet Lanza has been the volunteer Book Review Editor for Ecology. In this age of 
rapid publication, online access, and internet searching, books and book reviews continue to have high 
value. Books, whether on paper or born digital, represent thoughtful distillation and syntheses of years 
of knowledge, and for many a scientist, summarize the intellectual paths and achievements of his or 
her entire career. There are many more books published every week than any one individual can read, 
and book reviews help guide us to books worth reading and steer us clear of books that we can afford 
to miss. A book review editor needs not only a good eye for a book worth reviewing, and a familiarity 
with the broad brush of the discipline, but also a keen and discriminating awareness of the pool of book 
reviewers—those of us who are willing both to pen a good review and to sign a critical one. Janet Lanza 
is such an editor. We should thank and honor Janet Lanza for her two decades of distinguished service 
to ESA as its Book Review Editor.
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