
been firmly established through his text 
book (Communities and Ecosystems, 1970, 
1975) and other writings, a study of these 

early career struggles is illuminating, even 

heartening. 
In the past decade, Whittaker's accom 

plishments and authority in the field of 

vegetation analysis were recognized widely. 
He was elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences and the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, became an Honorary 
Member of the British Ecological Society 
and the Swedish Phytogeographical So 

ciety, served as Vice-president of the Eco 

logical Society of America in 1971 and as 
President of the American Society of Nat 
uralists in 1980. The citation of Eminent 

Ecologist for 1981 was bestowed on Rob 
ert Whittaker by the Ecological Society of 
America shortly before his death on Oc 
tober 20, 1980 at the age of 59. 

The eminence of R. H. Whittaker in the 
field of ecology arises from more than his 

published works. He was an immensely 
generous donor of his time and energies 
to students and colleagues in the institu 

tions where he worked (including Hanford 
and Brookhaven Laboratories, Brooklyn 
College, University of California, Irvine, 
and Cornell University), and to ecologists 
throughout the world. Through his exten 
sive lecturing, correspondence, and edit 

ing he built bridges with ecologists on all 
continents, aided ecologists from Eastern 
bloc and Third World countries who 

sought his support, and fostered commu 
nication between European phytosociolo 
gists and North American ecologists. His 
exhaustive data collection and analysis 
techniques, the acumen of his field obser 
vations, and the riveting quality of his lec 

turing style all contributed to the solidity 
of his reputation. 

The impact of R. H. Whittaker on eco 

logical thought has been such that his in 
fluence will long be evident. Ecologists 
everywhere feel his loss. 

Written by Walter Westman. 
Selection Committee: Paul Dayton, 

Frances James, Richard T. T. 
Forman (Chairman). 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CITATION 

William Dwight Billings 

William Dwight Billings, you are exem 

plary as a scholar, enormously productive 
in research, writing and teaching, and in 

ternationally recognized for this scholar 

ship. Today we wish to recognize a differ 
ent contribution: your service to the 

Ecological Society of America. 
You served as Editor of Ecology for five 

years, from 1951 to 1956, and as Vice-pres 
ident of the Ecological Society of America 
from 1959 to 1960. When Professor H. J. 

Oosting became ill in 1968 you served in 
an unofficial capacity as the Botanical Ed 
itor of Ecological Monographs for seven 

months, and continued another year offi 

cially as Editor. You concurrently served 
as Business Manager of the Society from 
1968 to 1969, until a new Business Man 

ager was appointed. More recently, from 
1978 to 1979 you served as President of 
the Society. We will remember your tenure 
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for reorganization in the journals, for 

keeping things running smoothly during 
the changeover of Managing Editors, for 

working with physiological ecologists to 

strengthen their identity with the Society, 
and for again overseeing a smooth tran 
sition between Business Managers. 

William Dwight Billings, your service 
over nearly three decades has been a par 
adigm of dependability and good judg 

ment. Repeatedly you have been the per 
son who was there when the Society was 
in need. The Ecological Society of America 

hereby awards you its Distinguished Ser 
vice Citation. 

Written by Richard T. T. Forman. 
Selection Committee: Paul Dayton, 

Frances James, Richard T. T. 
Forman (Chairman). 

1981 MERCER AWARD 

Wayne P. Sousa 

The George Mercer Award is given an 

nually to a young ecologist in recognition 
of outstanding ecological research pub 
lished in the United States or Canada with 
in the preceding two years. It is the highest 
form of recognition for published ecolog 
ical research awarded by the Ecological 

Society of America. 
Dr. Wayne P. Sousa, Assistant Professor 

of Zoology, University of California, Berke 

ley, is recognized for his paper "Experi 

mental investigations of disturbance and 

ecological succession in a rocky intertidal 

algal community," which appeared in Eco 

logical Monographs 49:227-254, 1979. By 
using appropriate and clever field experi 

ments, Dr. Sousa was able to define 
successional patterns in intertidal algal 
communities. He delineated the competi 
tive processes which drive the succession 
and discovered that without particular 
types of disturbances, the serai stages in 

Mercer Award winner Wayne P. Sousa (left) with Ira Michael Heyman, Chancellor of the University of 

California, Berkeley. 
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