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Drs. Sutton-Grier, Wowk, and Bamford 
provide an exemplary example of how the 

integration of ecological and social science can inform and increase the sustainable management of 
coastal ecosystems worldwide. They synthesize available socio-environmental science about natural 
and hybrid infrastructure, including an analysis of the state of the U.S. policy landscape for coastal 
resilience, and laying out the key policy opportunities and the challenges to implementing natural 
and hybrid approaches. Their analysis is placed in a real-world context that highlights the importance 
of their own research and that of others related to natural and hybrid infrastructure. The paper has 
reached a wide audience and promoted discussions about coastal resilience and sustainable manage-
ment among a wide range of stakeholders including engineers, policymakers, and coastal businesses.

Ariana Sutton-Grier

The Innovation in Sustainability Science 
Award recognizes the authors of a peer-
reviewed paper published in the past five years 
exemplifying leading-edge work on solution 
pathways to sustainability challenges. In 
the United States, Hurricane Sandy brought 
unprecedented attention to building resilience 
of coastal communities and ecosystems to the 
growing threats of storm surge and erosion. 
This has led to a focus on how both “natural 
infrastructure” and “hybrid infrastructure” 
that incorporates both natural and engineered 
features can increase coastal protection.

Kateryna Wowk
Holly Bamford

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901115000799

