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EMINENT ECOLOGIST 
AWARD 

Frances C. James 

The Eminent Ecologist Award 
recognizes a senior ecologist for sus 
tained and distinguished contribu 
tions to both science and society. It is 

not clear, however, that being labeled 

"eminent" is an accolade to be ea 

gerly sought, since it may conjure up 

images of a quiet scientific life of re 

flection on past accomplishments and 
a retirement from the battlefield. For 
tunately, the 1997 awardee, Frances 

C. James, is testimony to the fact that 

one may be eminent and vigorously 

innovative at the same time. Indeed, 

Fran James' career and contributions 

seem still to be accelerating, although 
she is at a stage when most of us 

would be inclined to rest on our repu 

tations. This is all the more remark 

able because Fran did not have the 

luxury of an orthodox, straight and 

narrow path to academic success. In 

stead, she raised a family and then 

earned her Ph.D., approximately at 
the age of 40. 

Fran James' academic contribu 
tions are distinguished by a level of 

critical and clear thinking that sets 

her apart from most of her colleagues. 

For instance, in the early 1990s sev 

eral scientific and popular articles 
warned of a horrendous general conti 

nental decline in migratory songbirds, 
announcing "empty skies." Using ex 
actly the same data set that sparked 

these pronouncements of ecological 
disaster (i.e., the North American 
Breeding Bird Survey), James and 

McCulloch showed that there is no 

solid evidence of such a general de 

cline, but that in certain regions, 

some species were, in fact, in trouble. 

Moreover, her analysis was clever 

enough to uncover mechanistic hy 
potheses that might explain the se 

lected declines she identified in East 
ern North America. This was unpopu 

lar work, and was mercilessly criti 

cized by referees who let their envi 

ronmental zeal get the better of their 

scientific judgement. Of course, all of 
Professor James' contributions have 
not been so charged with controversy. 

Her work on phenotypic plasticity in 
birds is widely appreciated as one of 

the best demonstrations of the extent 

to which geographic morphological 
variation can be nongenetic. More 

generally, Fran's development of ap 

proaches for disentangling size and 

shape has been very influential on 

more than a decade of ensuing work 

regarding geographic variation in bird 
morphology. Her trademark in all of 

this is statistical rigor, a knack for de 

fining problems in a way that allows 

statistics to illuminate rather than ob 

fuscate, and the ability to write beau 

tifully clear prose. 
Fran's incisive mind has illumi 

nated much more than academic de 

bates. Her service on three important 

NRC committees was essential in 

producing reports on the Hawaiian 
Crow, on the Department of Interior's 

plans for biomonitoring, and on the 

Alaska predator control controversy. 
In all these NRC panels, Fran el 

evated the quality of the resulting re 

ports with her intelligence and unfail 

ingly high standards. This service in 
the conservation arena has been rec 

ognized by The Nature Conservancy, 
which recently elected Fran to their 

national Board of Governors (one of 

only a handful of scientists on this 

board). She has also served on the 

World Wildlife Fund's Board of Di 

rectors, as well as several local con 

servation and resource management 

advisory boards. 
Fran is also a visionary in her ap 

preciation for science's need to estab 

lish a working relationship with the 

public and address policy issues with 

courage and honesty. Long before it 

became trendy to spread the word 

about conservation, Fran was judging 

high school science fairs, advising 

boy scouts about making bird houses, 

and being interviewed on television 
about waterfowl. She was the driving 
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force behind the establishment of the 

population biology panel at the Na 

tional Science Foundation. As presi 

dent of the AIBS, Fran has initiated a 

national study of habitat conservation 

plans and their adequacy in the con 

text of science aimed at endangered 

species protection. One of Fran's sup 

porting letters eloquently describes 
her approach: "she is a very hard 

nosed scientist, sticks carefully to the 

data, and avoids storytelling like the 

plague." 
When you see the world as clearly 

and honestly as does Professor James, 

you need a wicked sense of humor. 

This she has in abundance. Humor, 

dedication, generosity, and intelli 
gence have come together in Fran 

James to produce one of ESA's best 

scientists. Fran has always avoided 

the spotlight and shunned attention, 
and as a result is not as widely known 

as her accomplishments and public 
service would warrant. She is finally 

beginning to get the recognition she 

deserves, and this Eminent Ecologist 
Award is only the beginning of Pro 

fessor James' ascent into the sort of 

spotlight we reserve for our best sci 

entists. Those who know Fran per 

sonally are especially pleased that she 

has won this award, probably more 
than she herself is, because we know 

how unselfish she is, and how little 

she cares about acclaim. Fran just 

does good science, and important sci 

ence. That is enough for her, and it 

certainly warrants this award. 

Eminent Ecology 
Subcommittee 

Jessica Gurevitch (Chair) 
F. A. Bazzaz 

Margaret B. Davis 

Peter Kareiva 

Gary A. Polis 

James M. Tiedje 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
CITATION 

Jane Lubchenco 

The Distinguished Service Cita 
tion is given to an ecologist for long 

and distinguished service to the Soci 

ety, to the larger scientific commu 

nity, or to the larger purpose of appli 

cation of ecology in the public wel 

fare. The recipient of this year's 

award, Jane Lubchenco, is superbly 

qualified for the award on all of these 

counts. Jane has served the Society in 

many capacities over the years, in 

cluding service as a visionary Presi 
dent of ESA, and as Vice President, 

Chair of the Awards Committee, and 

on the editorial boards of society 

journals including Ecological Appli 
cations, Conservation Ecology, and 

Ecological Issues. Her most visible 
effort for the Society, and in making 

the Society more visible in the larger 

world of public policy, was in 

shepherding the Sustainable Bio 
sphere Initiative from its inception to 
its acceptance and establishment. 

This effort had such a great impact 

that it alone would easily qualify her 

for the Distinguished Service Cita 
tion. Pulling the SBI together re 

quired extraordinary leadership quali 
ties, and was exceptionally difficult 
to produce. Jane Lubchenco was able 

to achieve a synthesis and consensus 

regarding research priorities and 
goals for our discipline, after listen 

ing to a large and diverse array of in 

puts from many different Society 
members representing many different 
interests. Producing this document 
has greatly added to the stature of the 

ESA and of the science of ecology in 

the larger arena of public policy in 

Washington and in the international 

sphere. 
Dr. Lubchenco's scientific accom 

plishments have also received the 

highest accolades and awards, includ 

ing recognition as a MacArthur fel 

low and election to membership in 

the National Academy of Sciences. 

She holds an endowed chair at Or 

egon State University and is currently 

President of AAAS. In the latter ca 

pacity, she has worked effectively to 

make the discipline of ecology more 

visible in the pages of the journal Sci 

ence, and has focused attention on 

ecology and on the environment 

within that prestigious umbrella orga 

nization of American science. She is 

the recipient of many other awards as 

well, including being chosen Oregon 

Scientist of the Year and Pew Scholar 

in Conservation and the Environ 

ment. She is, in addition, a dedicated 

teacher, and has been given the Out 

standing Teacher Award at her insti 

tution, as well as training a large 

number of highly successful graduate 

students. Dr. Lubchenco authored 

two ISI Science Citation Classic pa 

pers, and was awarded the ESA' s 

George Mercer Award (with Bruce 

Menge). She has continued to pursue 

an active and well-funded research 

career, with a focus on community 

ecology of the rocky intertidal zone. 

Perhaps her greatest service to the 

field of ecology has been her stellar 

successes in representing our disci 

pline to the general public, and in the 

application of ecology to the service 

of environmental and policy issues. 
She has served in an advisory capac 
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