
WILLIAM S. COOPER 
AWARD 

The William S. Cooper Award is 

given by the Society as a memorial to 

one of the founders of modem ecol 

ogy; it was established to honor the 

author or authors of an outstanding 

contribution in geobotany, physi 
ographic ecology, plant succession, 
or the distribution of organisms along 

environmental gradients. The 1996 

recipient is Dr. W. Carter Johnson for 

his 1994 paper, "Woodland expan 

sion in the Platte River, Nebraska: 

patterns and causes," which appeared 

in Ecological Monographs 64:45-84. 
W. S. Cooper also wrote about rivers, 

an environment that has occupied the 

attention of Carter Johnson since his 

doctoral dissertation research on the 

Missouri in the early 1970s. 

Carter was attracted to the Platte 

partly because it provides critical 

habitat for Whooping Cranes, San 

dhill Cranes, the Piping Plover, and 

the Least Tern, and also because the 

observed increase in woodland veg 

etation along the Platte was in sharp 

contrast to the woodland decline 

documented for many western rivers. 

Using historic records, along with 

data on plant demography, seed dis 

persal, environmental variation, and 

land use changes, he was able to ex 

plain the reasons for woodland ex 

pansion. He found that, while wood 
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land expansion did indeed occur from 

about 1900 to 1970, that trend has 

now ceased because the geomorphol 

ogy of the channel has readjusted to 

water flow changes caused by reser 

voir construction and irrigation in the 

early part of the century. His award 

winning monograph explains the way 

flooding, ice scouring drought, and 

water diversions have interacted with 

factors affecting tree seedling recruit 

ment and mortality, thereby creating 

a new landscape mosaic. More than a 

paper about the Platte, this paper is a 

model for other riparian studies and 

an important reference for scientists 

wanting to learn about the differences 

between braided and meandering 

streams. Notably, Carter's research 

was supported with funds from the ir 

rigation districts and electric power 

utilities of Nebraska, thereby provid 

ing another example of the high-qual 

ity research that is possible working 

in collaboration with agriculture and 

industry. 
Carter Johnson is a professor in 

the Department of Horticulture, For 

estry, Landscape and Parks at South 

Dakota State University in Brook 

ings. He received his B.S. degree 

from Augustana College, Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota, and his Ph.D. from 

North Dakota State University in 

Fargo. 

Cooper Award Subcommittee 
Paul A. Harcombe (Chair) 

Steve Archer 

Janet Franklin 

Laura Huennecke 

Dennis Knight 

January 1997 21 

This content downloaded from 128.95.104.66 on Mon, 12 Jan 2015 20:25:37 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
Doug
Typewritten Text
Source: Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America, Vol. 78, No. 1 (Jan., 1997), p. 21.  Courtesy of JSTOR


	Article Contents
	p. 21

	Issue Table of Contents
	Bulletin of the Ecological Society of America, Vol. 78, No. 1 (Jan., 1997), pp. 1-104
	Front Matter
	Guest Editorial: Encouraging, Training, and Supporting "Ecologists/Biologists as Problem Solvers": Some Concerns from Providence [pp. 4-6]
	Announcements [pp. 7-13]
	James H. Brown, President 1996-1997 [pp. 14-15]
	Society Actions
	Awards
	Eminent Ecologist Award: Harold A. Mooney [pp. 16-17]
	ESA Corporate Award: SEMASS Partnership [pp. 17-18]
	Distinguished Service Citation: Lee N. Miller [pp. 19-20]
	George Mercer Award: Lars Hedin [p. 20-20]
	William S. Cooper Award: W. Carter Johnson [p. 21-21]
	Honorary Membership Award: Staffan Ulfstrand [p. 22-22]
	Macarthur Award: David Tilman [pp. 23-24]
	Murray F. Buell Award: Sara C. Hotchkiss [p. 24-24]
	E. Lucy Braun Award: Andrew P. Beckerman [p. 24-24]


	1996 Annual Meeting [p. 25-25]
	Annual Reports [pp. 26-61]
	Technological Tools
	Review: StatXact [pp. 62-63]
	Review: Nestedness Temperature Calculator [pp. 63-65]
	Review: nQuery Advisor [p. 66-66]

	Ecology 101
	Restoration Ecology: Combining the Teaching of Ecological Principles with Group Experiments and Native Plant Restoration on the SDSU Campus [pp. 67-69]
	Strategies for Achieving Gender Equity in the Ecology Classroom [pp. 70-71]

	Section and Chapter News [pp. 72-77]
	Public Affairs Perspective
	ESA's Sustainable Biosphere Initiative [pp. 78-79]

	Focus on Field Stations
	Research Opportunites at the Makerere University Biological Field Station, Uganda [pp. 80-84]

	Calendar [p. 85-85]
	Meeting Reviews
	Wild-Crop Hybridization [pp. 86-87]
	Permutation Tests in Ecology [pp. 87-88]
	Ecological Literacy and Problem Solving [pp. 88-90]
	Current and Emerging Ecological and Environmental Issues in Asia [pp. 91-92]
	Meta-Analysis in Ecology [pp. 92-94]

	Letters
	ESA Meetings Revisited [p. 95-95]

	Commentary
	Defining the Ecosystem [pp. 95-97]
	Teaching and Research Performance: Are They Related? [pp. 97-101]
	General System Theory and the Ecosystem Concept [pp. 102-104]
	Significant Figures and Precision [p. 104-104]

	Back Matter





