
WILLIAM S. COOPER AWARD 

Edward A. Johnson 

The William S. Cooper Award is a recog 
nition by the Society of distinguished research 
in geobotany and physiographic ecology. The 

award has two objectives, first to honor the 
author of a paper in geobotany or physio 
graphic ecology published in the past five years 
in any journal, and second, to encourage stu 

dents to pursue work on these subjects. In 

making The Cooper Award, the committee has 

agreed that geobotany and physiographic 
ecology shall include studies of the interaction 
of earth processes, surface forms, and phys 
ical disturbance events or processes that 

structure or control the nature of biotic as 

semblages. 
Dr. Edward A. Johnson of the University of 

Calgary is the recipient of the William S. Coo 

per Award for 1986. The award recognizes 
the research presented in a paper titled Vege 
tation Organization and Dynamics of Lichen 

Woodland Communities in the Northwest Ter 

ritories, Canada, appearing in Ecology 62, 
1981. The study is a classic analysis of the 
interaction of physiographic features and fire 
in controlling the dynamics of vegetation in 
this unique high latitude region. It was drawn 
in substantial part from Dr. Johnson's Ph.D. 
thesis at the University of Saskatchewan. 

Written by Orie L. Loucks 
Selection Committee: 

Orie L. Loucks, Chair 
Edward J. Cushing 
James Fralish 

William Reiners 

Emily Russell 
Peter White 
Paul Zedler 

BUELL AWARD 

Kate Lajtha 

Kate Lajtha of Duke University was the 
1986 recipient of the Murray F. Buell Award 
for Excellence in Ecology. Murray Buell 
ascribed great importance to the participa 
tion of students at meetings and to excel 
lence in the presentation of papers. To honor 

Murray Buell's dedication to the Ecological 

Society of America, and to the younger gen 
eration of ecologists, this award is presented 
to a student (undergraduate, graduate, or re 
cent doctorate) for the outstanding paper 
presented at the Society's annual meeting. 
The title of Kate Lajtha's paper at the 71st 
Annual Meeting in Syracuse was "Biogeo 
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chemistry of phosphorus cycling along a cal 
careous desert soil chronosequence." Dr. 

Lajtha is currently pursuing postdoctoral re 
search at The Ohio State University. 

Receiving honorable mention citations were 
Colleen K. Kelly of the University of Arizona 
for her paper "Host specialization and for 

aging in the parasitic plant Cuscuta subinclu 
sa (Cuscutaceae)," Christopher F. Sacchi of 
Northern Arizona University for his paper 
"Experimental tests of impact by a stem-gall 
forming herbivore, Euura lasiolepsis, on the 

arroyo willow, Salix lasiolepsis," and Sharon 
Y. Strauss of Florida State University for her 

paper "Interactions between three species of 
herbivores that feed on smooth sumac (Rhus 
glabra; Anacardiaceae)." 

Written by Frank T. Kuserk 
Selection Committee: 

Frank Kuserk, Chair 

Joy Belsky 
Dean Cocking 
Janet Lanza 
Svafa Louda 
Steve Palumbi 

Cynthia Paszkowski 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CITATION 

Frank W. Preston 

The Distinguished Service Citation is pre 
sented to an ecologist who has provided out 

standing service to the Ecological Society of 
America. It was first presented to Jack Major 
in 1975. Since then, it has been presented to 
ten additional people, including, in the last five 

years: 

1981 Dwight Billings 
1982 Paul G. Pearson and John Fred 

erick Reed 
1983 David Frey 
1984 Arthur Cooper 
1985 Stanley Auerbach and Josephine 

Doherty 

This year, we are pleased to present the 

Distinguished Service Citation to Dr. Frank 
Preston. 

Dr. Preston claims that he is neither an 

ecologist nor distinguished, and, thus, that he 
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