
Here most of the creative criticism comes 

during the manuscript-review process, al 

most always anonymously. Egler, however, 
will review manuscripts only if allowed to 

sign his comments. LaMont C. Cole pub 
lished an appreciation of Egler as a person 
"with a social conscience, a logician and 

philosopher who is uncommonly intoler 
ant of ignorance and mediocrity." Egler's 
book for laymen on The Way of Science 
reveals the author as a broad-gauge inter 

preter and useful critic of science. 

It is said that old-time river fishermen 
would add a catfish or two to the tank, to 
stir the other species into action and thus 

keep them alive. Frank Egler has long 
played a similar, vitally stimulating role 

among his fellows in our ecological tank. 
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BUELL AWARD FOR 1978 

Paul A. Decourt 

Paul A. Decourt of the Dept. of Geolog 
ical Sciences, University of Tennessee is 
the 1978 recipient of the Murray F. Buell 
award. 

Murray F. Buell had a long and distin 

guished record of service and accomplish 
ment in the Ecological Society of America. 

Among other things, he ascribed great im 

portance to the participation of students 
in meetings and to excellence in the pre 

sentation of papers. To honor Murray F. 
Buell's selfless dedication to Ihe Ecologi 
cal Society of America and to the younger 
generation of ecologists, the Murray F. 
Buell Award for Excellence in Ecology is 
to be presented to a student (undergrad 
uate, graduate or very recent doctorate) 
for an outstanding paper presented at the 

Society's annual meeting. 
The title of the paper, given at the annual 

meeting in Athens, Georgia, was: "Goshen 

Springs, Alabama: Late Quaternary plant 
fossil record for the Gulf Coastal Plain." 

This presentation concerned the pollen 
and plant-macrofossil stratigraphie record 
available from sediments of a natural lake 
in southcentral Alabama, as well as the 

corresponding paleovegetation and paleo 
climatic reconstructions for the deep 
South for approximately the last 50,000 
years. 

Dr. Decourt and his wife, Hazel, are es 

tablishing the Center for Quaternary Stud 
ies of the Southeastern United States, 

based at the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. They will be continuing modern 

pollen-vegetation calibrations, additional 

biostratigraphic studies, and quantitatively 
mapping paleovegetation in eastern North 
America for the late Quaternary. 
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