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The Ecological Society of America (ESA) is pleased to announce its 2019 Fellows. The 

Society’s fellowship program recognizes the many ways in which its members contribute 

to ecological research and discovery, communication, education and pedagogy, and 

management and policy. 

Early Career Fellows are members within eight years of completing their doctoral 

training (or other terminal degree) who have advanced ecological knowledge and 

applications and show promise of continuing to make outstanding contributions to a 

wide range of fields served by ESA. They are elected for five years. 

ESA established its fellows program in 2012 with the goal of honoring its members and 

supporting their competitiveness and advancement to leadership positions in the 

Society, at their institutions, and in broader society. Past ESA Fellows and Early Career 

Fellows are listed on the ESA Fellows page. 

 

Early Career Fellows (2019 – 2023) elected for advancing the science of 

ecology and showing promise for continuing contributions:  

 

James C. Beasley, Associate Professor, University of 

Georgia, Savannah River Ecology Laboratory, Warnell 

School of Forestry and Natural Resources 

 

Elected for outstanding contributions internationally in 

applied ecology through his research in invasive species 

ecology, carnivore ecology, scavenging ecology, and 

wildlife population ecology in landscapes abandoned following nuclear accidents. 
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David J. Civitello, Assistant Professor, Emory University, 

Department of Biology 

 

Elected for advancing understanding of infectious disease 

dynamics in a changing world through his work integrating 

mathematical modeling, field studies, and laboratory experiments 

on how biodiversity, resource, and competition gradients affect 

disease risk. 

  

Gregory R. Goldsmith, Assistant Professor, Chapman 

University, Schmid College of Science and Technology 

 

Elected for outstanding contributions to research in the plant 

physiological ecology of tropical forests and for innovative 

contributions to engaging diverse audiences through both formal 

and informal education. 

   

Elise S. Gornish, Cooperative Extension Specialist, University 

of Arizona, School of Natural Resources and the Environment 

 

Elected for her exceptional leadership in advancing impactful, 

stakeholder-driven research in the field of ecological restoration; 

outstanding contributions to outreach, science communication, 

and education; and dedication to translational science partnerships to enhance 

management and policy decision-making. 

 

Erin Mordecai, Assistant Professor, Stanford University, 

Department of Biology 

 

Elected for advancing understanding of infectious disease 

dynamics in a changing world through her work on how 

pathogens maintain species diversity in natural communities and 

how climate and land use change affect the dynamics of vector-borne disease in 

humans. 
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Malin L. Pinsky, Associate Professor, Rutgers, The State 

University of New Jersey, Department of Ecology, Evolution, and 

Natural Resources 

Elected for advancing fundamental understanding of the 

ecological and evolutionary consequences of global change for 

marine populations and communities, and for facilitating the use 

of this knowledge in conservation and public policy. 

  

Ashley Shade, Assistant Professor, Michigan State University, 

Department of Microbiology and Molecular Genetics, & 

Department of Plant, Soil and Microbial Sciences 

 

Elected for advancing understanding of the consequences of 

microbial diversity for resilience, how the interactions among 

microbes impact resilience, and how microbiomes can be leveraged to support plant 

stress tolerance and ecosystem stability. 

  

Abigail L. S. Swann, Associate Professor, University of 

Washington, Department of Atmospheric Sciences and 

Department of Biology 

 

Elected for advancing understanding of linkages between 

vegetation change and the atmosphere via “ecoclimate 

teleconnections,” including understanding of the climate impacts of plant distributions 

and plant functioning, and of the processes responsible for plant-climate interactions. 
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